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Synthesising palaeontological occurrence data and
taxonomy into useable databases and web-systems
will be one of the major challenges for
palaeontology over the next couple of decades. On
the one hand compiling palaeontological data and
integrating it with other databases has immense
research potential in fields from
palaeoceanography and climate change through to
palaeobiology. On the other hand there is an ever
increasing expectation that information, on
virtually everything, should be available
electronically via the web. In both areas
palaeontology is nowhere near as.advanced asywe
might hope and there are‘major challenges for the
future — not least Since thefe are particular
information technology foblems in handling and
standardising taxonomicfand stratigraphic data.
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IW|th the objective of sharlng ex iel 1c "and show-

casing good practice for the Iarge numbers of
other, workers who are interested'to develop or
improve palaeoinformatics withi eir own work.




